
 

Arab Spring 

 

 

 

Hundreds of thousands of anti-government demonstrators crowd Cairo's Tahrir square in Egypt on 

February 8, 2011 in the largest protests since the start of a revolt against President Hosni Mubarak. 

http://news.nationalpost.com/news/25-best-arab-spring-photos 

http://news.nationalpost.com/news/25-best-arab-spring-photos


 

 

Solidarnosc 

 

 

http://media.gettyimages.com/photos/solidarnosc-leader-lech-walesa-addresses-some-10000-striking-

workers-picture-id136742270  

 

In the early 1980s, Solidarnosc became the first independent labor union in a Soviet-bloc country. 

Solidarity gave rise to a broad, non-violent, anti-communist social movement that, at its height, claimed 

some 9.4 million members. It is considered to have contributed greatly to the fall of communism.

http://media.gettyimages.com/photos/solidarnosc-leader-lech-walesa-addresses-some-10000-striking-workers-picture-id136742270
http://media.gettyimages.com/photos/solidarnosc-leader-lech-walesa-addresses-some-10000-striking-workers-picture-id136742270


 

Warsaw Ghetto 

 

 

Many Jews in ghettos across eastern Europe tried to organize resistance against the Germans and to 

arm themselves with smuggled and homemade weapons. Between 1941 and 1943, underground 

resistance movements formed in about 100 Jewish groups. The most famous attempt by Jews to resist 

the Germans in armed fighting occurred in the Warsaw ghetto…. On April 19, 1943, the Warsaw ghetto 

uprising began after German troops and police entered the ghetto to deport its surviving inhabitants. 

Seven hundred and fifty fighters fought the heavily armed and well-trained Germans. The ghetto 

fighters were able to hold out for nearly a month, but on May 16, 1943, the revolt ended. The Germans 

had slowly crushed the resistance. Of the more than 56,000 Jews captured, about 7,000 were shot, and 

the remainder were deported to camps. 

https://www.ushmm.org/outreach/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007745  

https://www.ushmm.org/outreach/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007745


 

Suffragist Movement 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWQKYmg_0R0  

 

The woman suffrage movement actually began in 1848, when the first women’s rights convention was 

held in Seneca Falls, New York. For the next 50 years, woman suffrage supporters worked to educate the 

public about the validity of woman suffrage. Under the leadership of Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton, and other women’s rights pioneers, suffragists circulated petitions and lobbied Congress to 

pass a Constitutional Amendment to enfranchise women. At the turn of the century, women reformers 

in the club movement and in the settlement house movement wanted to pass reform legislation. 

However, many politicians were unwilling to listen to a disenfranchised group. Thus, over time women 

began to realize that in order to achieve reform, they needed to win the right to vote. For these reasons, 

at the turn of the century, the woman suffrage movement became a mass movement. 

https://www.nwhm.org/online-exhibits/progressiveera/suffrage.html  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWQKYmg_0R0
https://www.nwhm.org/online-exhibits/progressiveera/suffrage.html


 

Stonewall Uprising 

 

 

The legendary Stonewall Inn is the birthplace of the modern Gay Rights movement.  On June 28th, 1969, 

the patrons of the Stonewall Inn fought back against what had become regular, tolerated, city 

sanctioned harassment by the police department.  For the first time in history Gay people refused to 

accept the status quo of oppression and stood up for themselves and, ultimately, the global Gay 

community.  The Stonewall Inn, and the rebellion here, became the iconic flashpoint that sparked the 

long, uphill battle towards equality for all members of the Gay community.   Often referred to as the 

“Rosa Parks moment” in Gay history the Stonewall rebellion paved the way for future members of the 

community to not accept treatment as second-class citizens but rather to expect that the LGBT 

community be treated as equals in the eyes of both the government and society at large. 

http://www.thestonewallinnnyc.com/StonewallInnNYC/HISTORY.html 

http://www.thestonewallinnnyc.com/StonewallInnNYC/HISTORY.html


 

Women’s March for Reproductive Rights 

 

 

http://a.abcnews.com/images/ABC_Univision/gty_late_abortions_130926_33x16_1600.jpg 

 

On April 25, 2004, a year of planning paid off when 1.15 million women, men, girls and boys marched to 

protect and advance abortion rights, birth control and access to a full range of reproductive health care 

options. 

 

http://a.abcnews.com/images/ABC_Univision/gty_late_abortions_130926_33x16_1600.jpg


 

The Exodus 1947 

 

 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/82/1e/64/821e647f0886a67c872211c031da380f.jpg 

 

The ship Exodus 1947 became a symbol of Aliya Bet — illegal immigration. After World War II, illegal 

immigration increased and the British authorities decided to stop it by sending the ships back to the 

ports of embarkation in Europe. The first ship to which this policy was applied was the Exodus 1947… On 

July 18,1947  near the coast of Palestine but outside territorial waters, the British rammed the ship and 

boarded it, while the immigrants put up a desperate defense. Two immigrants and a crewman were 

killed in the battle, and 30 were wounded. The ship was towed to Haifa, where the immigrants were 

forced onto deportation ships bound for France… Journalists who covered the dramatic struggle 

described to the entire world the heartlessness and cruelty of the British. World public opinion was 

outraged and the British changed their policy. Illegal immigrants were not sent back to Europe; they 

were instead transported to detention camps in Cyprus. The majority of the passengers on the Exodus 

1947 settled in Israel, though some had to wait until after the establishment of the State of Israel. 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Immigration/exodus.html  

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/82/1e/64/821e647f0886a67c872211c031da380f.jpg
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Immigration/exodus.html


 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 

 

 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel marching with other civil rights leaders from Selma to Montgomery, 

Alabama, on March 21, 1965. 

From far left: John Lewis; an unidentified nun; Ralph Abernathy; Martin Luther King, Jr.; Ralph Bunche; 

Abraham Joshua Heschel; the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth. 

 


